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May The Work I’ve Done, Speak For Me... 

Joy Mona Celeania Davis was born on December 27, 1948 in 

Calcutta Settlement, Trinidad W.I., to the late Jonas Edmond and Violet Davis.  

She received her early education from Carpichama Roman Catholic School for 

elementary education, and Couva Secondary School.  In 1973, Joy relocated to 

the United States, and resided in Brooklyn, New York. Soon thereafter, she fol-

lowed her passion and attended Mayer School of Fashion Design and graduated 

in 1975. 

 For twenty years, Joy worked as a Fashion Consultant and Quality 

Control Supervisor for various companies around New York City including: 

David’s, Lane Bryant, Brylane, Anne Klein, and The Gap.  She was also a private 

consultant for fashion shows held in New York, City, which entailed working be-

hind the scenes to take care of last minute alterations and fitting models before 

they took the runway.  Throughout her life, Joy was very enterprising, owning 

two fashion boutiques in New York: Jodiah’s Fashion and Joy’s Bridal Shop. She 

was a creative and innovative fashion designer with a special flair for freehand 

replication of any design. In recent years, her business ventures included creat-

ing aprons, hats, and handbags. She designed, sewed dresses, and completed 

alterations for both men and women for weddings and various special occa-

sions.  She blessed many with her sewing expertise.  

In 1983, Joy accepted Christ as her personal Lord and Savior. She was a 

faithful member of the Apostolic Faith Church for 31 years. She attended church 

in Brooklyn, NY and Atlanta, GA under the leadership of Rev. Leon C. Dicks, 

Rev. Peterson Passade, Rev. Carwell Perry, and Rev. Theodore Lockett.  Sister 

Joy took bible classes at the Berean Bible School in Brooklyn, NY.  

 In 2000, Joy was ordained as a minister under Rev. Carwell Perry. She 

was ready and willing to do anything her hands found to do in the service of the 

Lord. She was a very active member in the church serving in both the Youth and 

Adult Choirs, as a Sunday School teacher, and as an usher.  

Order of Celebration 

Rev. Theodore Lockett, Officiating   

**Processional  
The Lord Is My Shepherd…………………………………..……..AFC Choir (ft. Sis. Veda Ojo) 
 

Prayer of Comfort ……………………….Rev. Eugene Segres, District Superintendent  

Come Let Us Worship The Lord……………………….AFC Choir (ft. Xavius Robinson) 

 Scripture  
Old Testament (Psalm 91)……………………………………………..….Rev. Josephine McClveen 
New Testament (Romans 8:28-39)…………………………………………...Rev. Glory Thomas 
 
“God On The Mountain”………………………………..……….AFC Choir (ft. Bro. Ben Davis) 

Tributes (Two Minutes Please)  

Sis.  Wanda Robinson 
Sis. Vilda Hayes 
Bro. Daniel Oladele  
 
“Oh Happy Day”…………………………………………….……AFC Choir (ft. Sis. Oreal Oladele) 

Tributes (con’t)  

Sis. Ronita Gaddis 
Sis. Sylvania Thomas (Delegate AFC U.S. Virgin Islands)  
Rev.. Edward Dixon 
 

“Awesome”…………………………….…………..…..…AFC Youth Choir (ft. Xavius Robinson) 

Family Tributes  

Poem: “Still I Rise” (Dr. Maya Angelou)………..………….…………...Mrs. Wendy Brown 
Remarks…………………………………………………………………………………………..Mr. Willie Williams  
Remarks…………………………………………………………………………………………...Mr. Ernest Richter 
Remarks…………………………………………………………………………………………….Mr. Joseph Brown 
 
Obituary…………………………………….……………………………………..…………………Sis. Valerie Scott 

Acknowledgements……………………………..……Sis. Jackie Wilson & Sis. Oreal Oladele  

“I Bowed On My Knees”…………………..………………………………...…..Mrs. Natalie Williams  

Eulogy………………………………………………………....…………Min. Sharon Allen Brooklyn, NY  

**Recessional “I’ll Fly Away”    

**Please Stand  



God Saw You  

 
God saw you getting tired, and a cure was not to be.  

So He put His arms around you and whispered "Come to ME".  

With tearful eyes we watched you, and saw you pass away.  

Although we love you dearly, we could not make you stay.  

A golden heart stopped beating, hard working hands at rest. 

 God broke our hearts to prove to us, He only takes the best.  

 

I’ll Fly Away  
1. Some glad morning when this life is o'er,  

I'll fly away;  
To a home on God's celestial shore,  

I'll fly away (I'll fly away).  
 

Chorus  
I'll fly away, Oh Glory  

I'll fly away; (in the morning)  
When I die, Hallelujah, by and by,  

I'll fly away (I'll fly away).  
 
 

2. When the shadows of this life have gone,  
I'll fly away;  

Like a bird from prison bars has flown,  
I'll fly away (I'll fly away)  

 
Chorus …. 

 
 

3. Just a few more weary days and then,  
I'll fly away;  

To a land where joy shall never end,  
I'll fly away (I'll fly away)  

 
Chorus …. 

 

Sister Joy had a hunger and passion to spread the gospel to the disad-

vantaged, and underprivileged. She took great pride and dedication in the win-

ning of lost souls. She worked avidly in New York at the Bowery Mission, as well 

as in New York and Atlanta’s prison ministries. She visited various homeless 

shelters where she held services and always took time to visit the sick and shut-

in.  In addition, Sister Joy organized and started fund raisers for the church to 

help generate funds for various departments.  

Last, but definitely not least, Sister Joy was known for her profound 

prayer life. Along with her sisters, niece, and many other people around the 

world, she would often organize a 24-hour prayer chain, and every Monday 

night she faithfully called into a prayer line seeking God on behalf of others. She 

spent countless nights in prayer going boldly before the throne of grace.  

Joy was always willing and ready to visit and pray with others, or in her 

home immediately when situations arose. Joy was a fun-loving, carefree, enjoy-

able individual who always encouraged the youth in their endeavors. She never 

had a hard time making herself at home in a strange place or crowd. Her sponta-

neous and charismatic personality attracted people to her wherever she went. 

Joy was preceded in death by two sisters:  Rev. Evelyn Lloyd, and 

Lorna Guy.  

She leaves to mourn her fondest memories three daughters: Wendy 

Brown (Joseph) of Queens, NY, Natalie (Willie) Williams, and Natasha (Ernest) 

Richter both of Conyers, GA; her nine grand children: Deanna, Travis, Christo-

pher, Michael, Joshua, Celeania, Caleb, Laila, and Amelia; two brothers and four 

sisters: Benjamin (Claudine) Davis of Brooklyn, NY, Fredrick Davis of Middle-

town, NY, Yvonne Murray of Houston, TX, Grace (Nichols) Durand, Winifred 

Keatts both of Brooklyn, NY, and Merle Samuels (Kenrick) of Laurel, MD; 

adopted grandchildren: A’niya Ardison, and Kaynon Ray Wyatt; Nephew: Ian 

Keatts; close friends: Annette Gresham, Wanda Robinson, Ronita Gaddist, Mer-

ion Davis,  Vilda Hayes and a host of nephews, nieces, cousins, church family, 

and friends. 



Precious Memories  A Daughter’s Love  
Ma, I feel like we didn't have enough time with you. I miss you so 
much! Thank you for always being there for me. Well...see you on the 
other side. Love always, your shopping buddy, business partner, fash-
ion designing protégé, friend, and daughter.  -  Natasha  

You passed down your talents, so that I could express my love of fashion too 
You passed down your smile, one, that even through pain shone through 
But above all you passed down your love of Christ to me, so that I can stand tall 
And with that same love, even through the pain of losing you, I know Christ is all 
              - Deanna 

“Grandma, you always did stuff for us, and helped us. Thank you for making 
me tea in the mornings, and for always helping us. Thank you for teaching us 
about God, and for taking us to bible study. Love you!”  - Caleb  

“Grandma You’ll always live in my memory. Rest in peace. I love you.  - Travis 

“Thank you grandma for teaching us about Christ, for giving us the best love, 
and for showing us forgiveness. Thank you for the little things you did to 
make us feel special like making me hot chocolate every morning, and fixing 
us a formal breakfast with proper settings for just us kids. I love you and miss 
you, and wish I had more time with you in the end.”  - Christopher 

“Grandma, I love you. You’ve been there for me all my life, and have been there 
every time I’ve needed you. You were great! Thank you for teaching me about God, 
and for praying each time we were hurt or needed help. I love you!” Joshua 

“I love you Grandma. I love your great spirit, your faithfulness, the way you 
taught us to deal with adversity. You taught us how to love one another, care for 
others, and how to be a follower of Christ. Thank you for picking us up when we 
would fall. I love how even when you’d go through the worst situations, you 
would still smile and just pray about it. Thank you for telling me to always keep 
my head up, and to try my best. I’ll miss you always!”   - Michael 

“Thank you Grandma for always making us happy, and for teaching us about 
Jesus. I love you and will you miss you always.”   - Laila and Amelia                                                                                                                               

“Grandma, I love you so much. I want to thank you for bringing us together to 
have bible study, and taking us to bible study at church. Thank you for taking us 
places even when you didn’t feel well, and for taking us to school, and to yard 
sales. Thank you for always cheering me up every time I was sad. I miss you 
screaming out, ‘YARD SALE,’ every time we see a yard sale sign. I love you 
Grandma, and always will”   - Celeania 

Reflections from the Grandchildren  


